THE    DALAI    LAMA    AT    URGA

would reconquer the lost territories. According to
popular belief Dja Lama was a "red-cap" lama, the
possessor of the tantara^ or a knowledge of secret
magic, a man who had visited the Monastery of
Eternal Life., the habitat of the immortal lamas. The
latter, so the Mongolian people believe, are capable
of defying gravitation and floating or flying in the air
without mechanical aids.

Whilst Dja, free from all foreign influence, was
working for his people in Kobdo, a small group of
intellectuals at Urga, headed by Djam-Sarano, was
organising for a great political struggle. The circum-
stances were not unfavourable. Baron Ungem-
Sternberg's days were numbered. He had the Reds
against him, and it was obvious that with his few
thousand Whites he could not long withstand the
might of the Red Army. The Urga organisation,
against thek inclination and convictions, established
contact with the Reds in an attempt to prevent a
Red invasion, while at the same time ensuring
the destruction of Ungern-Sternberg's terrorist
hordes.

Djam-Sarano accordingly led a delegation to the
Reds and told them that Mongolia wished to live in
neighbourly friendship with Russia, Mongolia being
convinced that Soviet Russia was the sole protector
of small nations. The Mongolians, of course, were
consciously insincere, and the Reds were perfectly
well aware of this; yet the delegation served its pur-
pose and the Reds never treated Mongolia otherwise
than as a friend.